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by the sacrifice of more than a million. But if, by
the same crime, he only got a five-pound note, the
prospect of paying a hundred pounds in case of
detection might be a sufficient preservative of his
honesty. Yet, the man who is tempted by the
million gives less proof of dishonesty than the man
who commits the same crime for a paltry five pounds.
Therefore the punishment must be increased, as the
wickedness is less.

I must first set aside one ambiguity which per-
plexes this argument. When we speak of a tempta-
tion as varying, we may mean one of two very
different things. To say that I am more "tempted"
than you to commit a given crime, may mean that
the gain expected by me is itself greater; or, it may
mean that I am more predisposed to the crime. I
may be more tempted, let us say, to poison my uncle
than you are to poison yours. That may mean that
my uncle is a rich old sinner and I am his heir,
whereas your uncle is a poor saint and you will get
nothing by his death. Or it may mean that I am more
tempted because, our uncles being alike, I am spite-
ful, and you affectionate, by nature. In the first case,
to say that I am under the stronger temptation
would, perhaps, tend to alleviate the gravity of my
crime; in the second, it would simply be another
way of saying that I was the greater brute. In both